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Come Celebrate National School Choice Week! 

10:00 am - Tuesday, January 23rd 

UNLV - Artemis Ham Hall 
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From the desk of the Executive Director 

 

Stand Our Ground With Charter School Reforms 

 

Can Nevada come back from decades of an under-performing K-12 school system? 
Can we become “Vegas Strong” like our Southern Nevada community has, and not 
back down in the face of the challenges education is facing? 

 

Houston did. And I’m not just talking about rebuilding after Hurricane Harvey. I’m 
talking about the World Series Champion Houston Astros, who were once the lowly 
Colt. 45’s. The Astros, recently went from worst to first. 
 

Superintendent of Education Dr. Steve Canavero, has challenged Nevada “to become 
the fastest improving state in the U.S.” The baseball Astros winning formula was 
assembled through smart moves and persistent efforts. 
 

Nevada should do the same for its schools. 
 

Gov. Brian Sandoval, supported by the last four Nevada legislative sessions, began the 
reform and funding process to improve our school rankings. The question for Nevada 
is—will we be committed enough as Tom Petty sang, to “stand our ground,” and be 
patient enough to “not back down” from the changes that need to be made? 

 

One of the methods assembled to help re-tool Nevada’s schools have been the 
introduction of tuition-free charter schools. Public education options are now within 
reach of students without regard to family incomes. 
 

While charters are public schools, they operate independently with site-based school 
boards in contrast to the “one-size-fits-all” approach of larger district models. 
Teachers have more say in the curriculums they teach and more flexibility in the 
methods they use to personalize learning. 
 

Why are charter schools different? 

 

Charter schools have autonomy. The local people who run the school have the power 
and the authority to make the decisions, to decide who to hire, how much to pay 
them, who to fire, who to promote, how to structure the school, and what kind of 

https://o180.formstack.com/forms/school_choice_week


learning process and curriculum is going to work for the students they’re trying to 
educate. When they have the authority to do that, schools get better results. 
  
Accountability for performance. With the charter model and charter-like [magnet] 
schools, if the kids aren’t learning, the school is supposed to be closed. This creates an 
entirely different culture and sense of motivation and urgency than a traditional public 
school, where most of the teachers have jobs for life because they have tenure. 
  
  
The third is choice. If parents have choices, then schools are free to create different 
kinds of schools. The cookie-cutter large district school is not going to work for all 
students. Nevada's emerging economy needs students with diverse skills that match 
the state's growing 21st century workforce opportunities. We need different kinds of 
schools for different kinds of kids. 
  
Charter schools are by no means a panacea for all our educational ills. But they have a 
clear and transformative role to play. Educators agree: Every Nevada student, 
regardless of zip code, deserves a seat at a high-quality public school. 
 

Public charter schools are one Nevada school reform, we should stand our ground 
over. 
 

Pat Hickey 

Executive Director 
Charter School Association of Nevada 

 

  

  

If you have any questions or feedback, please let me know. 
Melissa Taufa 
Assistantdirectorcsan@gmail.com 

www.nevadacharters.info 
(702)908-5144 

 

  

  

Visit our website 

  

   

 

  

 

Charter School Association of Nevada | PO Box 97601, Las Vegas, NV 89193-7601 
 

 

 

https://www.nevadacharters.info/
https://www.nevadacharters.info/

